Malines: The Third Conversation

by Dr. Armitage Robinson on the position of St. Peter in the
Primitive Church, the other two by Dr. Kidd, one on the
Petrine texts as employed up to A.D. 461, and the other on the
extent to which Papal authority was repudiated in England at
the Reformation. These papers were sent in advance to Mgr.
Batiffol, who composed replies to the first two, the five docu-
ments forming the basis of the November Conversation and
being subsequently printed in The Conversations at Malines

The Third Conversation, though as friendly in its temper as
its predecessors,, marked a new stage. The representatives met
with a deepened sense of their responsibility to their respective
authorities. The privacy and some of the informality of the
early meetings had disappeared; it was no secret that certain
persons were conferring at Malines and why; and if the repre-
sentatives had no power to commit their principals, they were
uncomfortably conscious of a capacity to compromise them.
While on the Roman side the invitations to Batiffol and Hem-
mer in no wise differed from those to van Roey and Portal, on
the Anglican the selection of Gore and Kidd by the Archbishop
gave a semi-official complexion to the delegation. The gather-
ing was larger, the discussions were more formal and theological.
The agenda was prepared more thoroughly and the Minutes
were recorded more fully.9 The newcomers on either side were
throughout in the forefront of the debate, while Mercier, Hali-
fax, and Portal give the impression of retiring a little into the
background. The Cardinal, as has been seen, was unwilling to
appear as a controversialist, while the enlargement of the con-
ference, and consequently of the conference table, made it diffi-
cult for Halifax, with his growing deafiiess, to follow the con-
versation as closely as he would have liked.

The representatives had two sessions on November yth and
three on die 8th, when they met briefly for the last time at nine